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he could procure, or that which was given him to buy
something to eat after dinner. Thus abstinence and ge-
nerosity discovered themselves with his passion for botany,
and the gratification of a desire indifferent in itself, was
procured by the exercise of two virtues.

He was soon master of all his instructor's knowledge,
and was obliged to enlarge his acquaintance with plants,
by observing them himself in 1he neighbourhood of Mans.
Having finished his grammatical studies, he was sent to
learn philosophy at Paris, whither he travelled on foot like
a student in botany, and was careful not to lose such an
opportunity of improvement.

When his course of philosophy was completed, he was
determined, by his love of botany, to the profession of
physick, and, from that time, engaged in a course of life,
which was never exceeded, either by the ostentation of a
philosopher, or the severity of an anchoret; for he con-
fined himself to bread and water, and, at most, allowed
himself no indulgence beyond fruits. By this method, he
preserved a constant freedom and serenity of spirits,
always equally proper for study; for his soul had no pre-
tences to complain of being overwhelmed with matter.

This regimen, extraordinary as it was, had many ad-
vantages ; for it preserved his health, an advantage which
very few sufficiently regard; it gave him an authority
to preach diet and abstinence to his patients; and it made
him rich without the assistance of fortune; rich, not for
himself, but for the poor, who wer$ the only persons bene-
fited by that artificial affluence, which, of all others, is most
difficult to acquire. It is easy to imagine, that, while he
practised in the midst of Paris the severe temperance of a
hermit, Paris differed no otherwise, with regard to him>
from a hermitage, than as it supplied him with books and
the conversation of learned men.

In 1662, he was admitted doctor of physick. About
that time Dr. Fagon, Dr. Longuet, and Dr. Galois, all
eminent for their skill in botany, were employed in drawing
up a catalogue of the plants in the Royal garden, which